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Answers to questlons that af fect your 11fe
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But only if you have left school and there . S . ! J ); b ,1
may be some restrictions on where you ca - ~~Y e ar oStk ¢ thole. ifkou whi ) ‘
hool u! i.u '

work unhl you are 18.
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ET A PART TIME JOB? 13 YRS. . . 1
12 G '.géh‘\ j.i - ol

Vﬁéave q?r  certain types of work that you f:an do. GET MARRIED? 18 YRS.

gu cannot work?:r,mére fhah two hours on a school day. e 2o |
1" 4o You caﬁ er #re 7am|’ ¥ afrej' 7pm. .:_ 18 YRS. Without your parents consent.
— -q You cannot work before the end of the scho’ol :
b day on ajly day which you sh_puld be at school.
' E&. ' o If you are under 15 you can wOrk a maximum

: of 5 hours on Saturdays and if you are over 15
 you can work up to 7 hours on Saturday.
e maximum hours you can work in any week
is 27 hours if you are under 15 and 37 hours if
you are over.15.
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{ 1 The only

At 16 years you can get married if yo[:r parents or
those with Parental Responsibility for you consent.

f.e If you are the subject of a Care Order then the consent
of the local Trust is also required in addition to your

y parents
“e If you are a Ward of Court the consent of the courfo
required. {
* In any case if consent is refused by your parents 8r
the Trust you can apply to the Court for permission to

5 law cen as a leaflet about 70ur

P e .‘.‘ 1 |'$'



There is no legal age and
you would need the
" consent of your
, » 'k parents until you
- are old enough to
fully understand

-—-(g‘b : the procedure and
- ¥ any risks involved.

HOLD A TENANCY?

* You must be 18 yrs to hold a tenancy in your own
name.
Landlords, including the Northern Ireland Housing
Executive, will usually require an adult to sign fa
the tenancy for a person aged under 18. Socia
Services will some time$)arrange a tenancy for

or conta - ou will live or
what school you will arrend you can sometimes have
your own solicitor. Contact the children’s law centre
(CHALKY) for advme about this.

APPLY FOR LEGAL AID?

_* You can apply for Green Form A@lvice'an
A Assistance from the age of 16
0l ¢ However for full civil legal aid you must be 18 fo

apply in your own right.

If you are under 18 you cagnor make a
valid will unless you are in a branch of the
armed forces or are a seaman/seawoman.

BUY A PET?

You can buy a pet from the age of
12 yrs, if you are under 12 then
you would need your parents
consent to buy a pet.

CLAIM SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS?

* For most benefits you must be 16 yrs before you can claim
in your own right.

e If you are still at school and have to move out of your
parents home then you may be entitled to weekly Social
Security payments to support yourself.

If you have any queries about Social Security Benefits please
contact the children’s law centre (CHALKY) for advice as this
can be complicated.



USEFUL
NUMBERS

e Buy cigarettes or tobacco - 18 years.

e If you are under 18 and smoking in public, © &~ ¢ Young people under 16 are generally
your cigarettes, tobacco and papers may be i © required to have the consent of parents for HEALTH
seized by a uniformed police officer. any medical, surgical or dental treatment, NATIONAL DRUGS HELPLINE:
* Smoking can seriously damage your health. ‘ including for mental health problems. g%g'g'% 66 00
e A young person under 16 may be able
to consent or refuse treatment if they EE%?CKEBELFAST ADVISORY
are considered competent i.e. they 028 9032 8866
fully understand the implications and vrww.brook.org.ck
consequences of their decision. mm'éIPEfSEN'NG ASSOC.
e If you are under 16 and refuse medical 0845 122 8687
treatment the matter could go before www.fpa.org.uk
the courts and the court could overturn CARE/LEAVING CARE

GET A CAR/MOTORCYCLE  F o e e oo, .~ (AT
LICENCE? 17 YRS “']’ . young peop

028 9024 4888
Www.voypic.org

PARENTING

PARENTS ADVICE CENTRE
0808 801 0722
www.parentsadvicecentre.org

GINGERBREAD NI
0808 808 8090
www.gingerbreadni.org

ET YOUR NATIONAL
INSURANCE NUMBER?

e If you are 16 or 17 and feel that you can
no longer live at home then you can decide

e In the months leading up to your 16th birthday to live elsewhere. PISABIETY
or shortly after that date you should receive your * Social Services should be able to offer you g% 3'5% ?gg{,ON
National Insurance number in the post. support and advice about accommodation www.disabilityaction.org
e If you do not receive it automatically you can apply for options. N.I. DEAF YOUTH ASSOCIATION
it at your local Social Security Office. You will need to * You may be able to claim Social Security 028 5043 8366,
have identification with you. benefits to help you maintain yourself and o nieye- g4
e Your National Insurance Number is important if you to help with rent.
are working or claiming Social Security Benefits. e If you are 16 or 17 and feel that you need
Always keep your National Insurance Card in a safe to leave home then contact the children’s .
place. law centre (CHALKY) for advice. )

Nl



USEFUL
NUMBERS

ADVICE AND INFORMATION

CHALKY

(The children’s law centre)
0808 808 5678
www.childrenslawcentre.org

NICCY

(N.I. Commissioner for Children
and Young People)

028 9031 1616
Wwww.niccy.org

COUNSELLING

CHILDLINE
0800 11 11
www.childlihesorgivk

YOUTHLINE/ LIFELINE
0808 808 8000
www.contactyouth.org

CRUSE BEREAVEMENT CARE
0808 808 1677

www.cruseberecvemenrcore.org .Uk

RELATE NI: YOUNG PEOPLE’S
COUNSELLING

028 9032 3454
www.relateni.org

NSPCC HELPLINE
0808 800 5000
www.nspcc.org.uk
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BE HELD CRIMINALLY

RESPONSIBLE? 10 YRS.

D is
be ¢
2 capacity fo co
and can therefore ne
ally responsible.
0 who is allege:.
omething, which
did it would be a
e brought before the
s for care/supervision

s if the child is thought
of significant harm.

““BE PROSECUTED IN A
YOUTH COURT? 10 YRS. , #

If you have to go to court make sure )
you have a solicitor to represent you.

L

J<

> = tr*
st gene '

nera



" USEFUL

BE OFFERED A TRAINING ) * OPEN A BANK ACCOUNT?
PLACEMENT? 16 YRS. You can open a bank account in your NUMBERS

own name from the age of 7. OTHER

b . ' - HOUSING RIGHTS SERVICE

028 9024 5640

~ — » FIND OUT (INFORMATION ABOUT MY o g
BUY ALCOHOL? 18 YRS, — NATURAL PARENTS IF | AM ADOPTED) l INCLUDE YOUTH
You can buy and drink alcohc ABOUT ADOPT’ON? '8 YRS. www.includeyouth.org

in a pub when you are 18. BARNARDO'S SAFE CHOICES:
- f you are under gal right YOUNG PEOPLE'S LINE:
. : 0808 801 0312
r birth parents. 'f www.barnardos.org.uk

you ma
THE RAINBOW PROJECT:

028 9031 9030
arry isr www.rainbow-project.org

h 18 you can apply to the GAMCARE (GAMBLING PROBLEMS):
al for access to the original 0845 600 0133
o www.gcmcore.org.uk
h, if you were adopted
, DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
ger 1987 you must s 24 HOUR HELPLINE:
an obtain informa 0808 200 0247

d. This EQUALITY COMMISSION:
028 2089 0890
www.equalityni.org

d to believe th

| NORTHERN IRELAND COUNCIL FOR
L ETHNIC MINORITIES (NICEM);
ame or the 028 9023 8645

www.nicem.org.uk
er
ould

()

relatives i

DESIGNED BY S DESIGN | TEL: 028 9096 2804




AGE OF
CONSENT TO
HAVE SEXUAL
INTERCOURSE?

The age of consent
for boys and girls in

AGE OF CONSENT FOR A
HOMOSEXUAL RELATIONSHIP?

The age of consent for a homosexual
relationship in Northern Ireland is 16.

GET A PASSPORT?

e GET A UK PASSPORT: If you are under 18
you need the consent of someone with
Parental Responsibility to get a passport.

e If you are in Care you need the consent
of the Trust and if possible a parent or
someone with Parental Responsibility.

e GET AN IRISH PASSPORT: If you are under
18 both parents consent is required in
all circumstances. This can sometimes be
complicated. If you are unsure contact the
children’s law centre (CHALKY) for advice.

RECEIVE CONTRACEPTIVE ADVICE
AND SUPPLIES?

A doctor or other health professional can
provide you with contraceptive advice and
supplies. If you are under 16 the professional
will have to be clear that you have sufficient
understanding and maturity to fully understand
the nature of the advice being given. The
professional may encourage you to discuss this
issue with your parents.

You may obtain free contraceptive advice,
including condoms and advice about sexual
health from the Family Planning Clinic 1
and the “Ask Brook” Advice Centre. .M
under 16 should be registered
with a GP by their parents.

u can choose your own GP

the dge of 16.

An tAontas Eorpach

: san Union
Europe EUROPEAN UNION

UNER!EA KINGDOM OF
: T BRITAIN
1R%11R1fﬁ AND NORTHERN IRELAND

PASSPORT
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PLACE A BET? 18 YRS. /

* You can buy a lottery ticket
or take part in football pools
betting from age 16.

e For all other gambling you must
be 18 apart from some prize
(but not cash) amusement and
slot machines.

o1

Care proceedings can be taken and a care
order granted from birth until you are 17 yrs.
old (or 16, if you are married).

You have a right to know why the proceedings
have been taken, how long you are likely to
remain in care and under what part of the law
you have been taken into care.

At the beginning of proceedings a Guardian
Ad Litem will be appointed to act in your best
interests. A solicitor will also be appointed to
act for you.

LEAVE CARE?

SEE MY MEDICAL RECORDS?

Generally you need to be aged 16 but if you are under 16 and obtain a
declaration from a GP or other health professional that you have sufficient
v ~derstanding, then you should be able to get access to your records.

o SEE MY SOCIAL WORK RECORDS?

You have the right to see your social work records, as
long as the Social Services Department consider.
you have sufficient understanding of the natu
request and the records content. Some infor
about family history or ‘third party’ informa
be restricted. ‘Third party’ informatioh is infor
which may idenify another person.
f you are not happy with the information provide
re refused access to the information then you may
omplain to the Information Commissioner.
ontact the children’s law centre (CHALKY) for a

” ~ ‘G}e'

SEE MY SCHOOL RECORDS?

If you have sufficient understanding

of the nature of your request and the
type of information you are requesting,
then you should be able to access
information about you that is held

by a school. As a general rule the
Information Commissioner considers that
children aged 12 or over have sufficient
understanding.to make such a request.




Director's Report

.

Chairperson’s Report

2009/2010 was a year of significant change and huge challenges in the Children’s Law Centre.
After nearly 11 years working in CLC Tara Caul, Head of Legal Unit, left the Centre to take
up a post as Senior Legal Adviser in the Northern Ireland Assembly. When Tara joined the
Centre she was its first and only solicitor. Tara developed and grew CLC’s Legal Services
securing in the first instance a waiver from the Law Society to enable solicitors in the Centre
to practise. She initiated the development of CHALKY, CLC’s freephone legal advice service,
which currently deals with 2000 issues a year across the full spectrum of legal issues which
impact on childrens lives. She grew a first class Legal Team to include Solicitors, a Barrister, an
Advice Manager, an Advice Worker and a Legal Secretary who collectively provide a LEXCEL
accredited legal advice and representation service at all levels in the legal system. That growth
in the Legal Team was in no small part due to Tara’s hard work and professionalism not just in her legal work but in
many other ways - through writing proposals and reports for funders, engaging with politicians and decision makers,
supporting her staff, developing policies and systems, providing training, writing and presenting papers to mention but
a few of the many tasks she undertook in the Centre. We wish Tara every success in her new post.

CLC were very lucky in that Kathryn Stevenson who had previously worked as Education Solicitor in CLC for over 9
years successfully applied for the post of Head of Legal Services and since taking up the reigns of this very challenging
post has successfully managed the Centre’s Legal Services to meet the increasing demands for our services (20%
monthly increase in calls to CHALKY) largely associated with the impact of the financial crisis. The financial crisis
has also focused the strategic importance of CLC’s training and policy work by highlighting the need for duty bearers
to be aware of the children’s rights implications of their practice, policy and legislative decisions to guard against any
diminution of services and protections for children and young people.

In addition to Tara’s departure, this year also brought the loss of other wonderful colleagues, Sinead Mulhern who had
worked as Solicitor specialising in discrimination law, Diane Hammond our Advice Worker and Trevor Kilpatrick our
Fundraiser. We have been very fortunate to have had the opportunity to work with Sinead, Diane and Trevor and are
thankful for all the expertise, commitment and craic they brought to CLC. We wish them well in their future life choices.
Our best wishes also go to Rachel, Jim and baby James who was born on 18th December 2009.

We were delighted that after much hard work this year we were successful in securing funding to recruit a full time
Youth Support and Development Worker to support youth@clc. Since joining CLC in January 2010, Aine Hargey, ably
assisted by Claire Bradley, has been supporting youth@clc in the development of a photographic exhibition challenging
the stereotyping of young people and ensuring youth@clc’s voices are heard in key policy and legislative consultations.

The challenges for CLC’s small but super efficient Administration and Finance team have always been significant,
however squaring the circle of reduced income and increased demand for services has imposed even greater strains on
Helen and her team. As usual they have risen to the challenge with calm professionalism and managed to ensure the
smooth running of CLC for another year helped in no small measure by Stephanie who provides indispensable support
to the Director and the Head of Legal Services.

Itis testimony to the work of CLC that our funders continue to recognise the unique contribution CLC makes to the lives
of children and young people in Northern Ireland. We are extremely appreciative of their ongoing vote of confidence in
CLC and their continued support. With such a strong, professional and experienced team and the ongoing support of
our funders, CLC are confident that we are well positioned to challenge the growing threat to children’s rights presented
by the financial cuts.

Paddy Kelly
DIRECTOR

deficit of child and adult mental health services. Following the Bamford Review of

Mental Health and Learning Disability Report, CLC has continued over the last year
to engage with the DHSSPS on the development of the proposed mental health and capacity
legislation. The DHSSPS is proposing that under 16’s be excluded from the capacity part of the
legislation despite the Bamford report suggestion that there should be a rebuttable presumption
of capacity in children under 16. CLC are totally opposed to the proposal that the capacity
legislation will not apply to children under 16 and that they are deemed solely by virtue of their
age not to have the capacity to take decisions about their care or affairs.

O ne of the most concerning denials of children’s rights in this jurisdiction remains the

I was privileged to share a platform on 26th November 2009 with Maria Herczog from the UN Committee on the Rights
of the Child and Minister Newtown at an event in Stormont to mark the 20th Anniversary of the UNCRC. At the event
Claire Bradley, former member of youth@clc and now volunteer support worker with the group, eloquently recounted
her experiences of nearly 9 years advocating for children’s rights as both young person and adult. The event, which

was also attended by the Minsters for Education and Social Development, MLAs, lawyers, policy makers and senior
representatives from the NGO sector, celebrated the huge achievements in the 20 years since the UNCRC came into
being but also flagged up the challenges which lie ahead in securing the rights of children.

In March 2010, CLC through their highly regarded Annual Lecture again sought to focus local minds on developments
internationally when Maud de Boer-Buquicchio, Deputy Secretary General of the Council of Europe, delivered the 2010
lecture entitled “The Protection of Children in European Justice Systems” which was chaired by The Right Honourable
Sir Declan Morgan, Lord Chief Justice of Northern Ireland. I was particularly struck by her opening remarks:

“How meaningful are children’s rights without an effective access to justice and how can justice exist without proper
respect of children’s rights?.... The extent of children’s rights violations and the lack of adequate protection and
prevention measures as well as the absence of effective remedies for child victims of violations of their rights show the
long way we still have to go before the new legal paradigm displays all its consequences.”

This for me is the essence of what CLC are trying to do, ensure children’s rights through effective access to justice. This
unique role that CLC plays in this jurisdiction will become even more important as the impact of the financial crisis
deepens. We are already witnessing a reduction in vital services for children and young people clearly evidenced by the
increase in the number of calls to CHALKY. CLC's strategic approach to children’s rights will be critical in ensuring that
budgetary cuts do not differentially adversely impact on our most vulnerable citizens, our children, who despite 20 years
of the UNCRC still do not have a voice in their society.

Grainne Brady e
CHAIRPERSON - S T
oo I

Administration Unit / 7/

The essential core structure of the-Chﬂdr'en’s Law Qseilgtgrs;% gad
ient and effective Administration Unit. Qompm TR sxgge 17y
?{fglcelfl%afferty and Receptionist/ Admin. Assmltant - A;‘lzrgf Ca;:clh e i e St P <
i welcomed the additiona. suppo ‘ e

= Aqrglgﬁzsilngl :;;Sgueceptionist/Admm. Assistant. Cathy, with her wealth D
o Gtk i f our small
i become & vital member O ' :
has'l(‘llflllécﬁi{nmistration Unit has worked tn’elgssly during ;ggfng
ear at the Centre, providing financial planning and 311311111 T ,a

zraining fundraising and annual CLC events and pro

the dedicated staff at the centre.

rovided by the highly '
of Admin. & Finance Unit -

autifully formed Admin. Team:
R yher busy and challengmg'
asgisting with organising
dministration support to
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] 2&9 2010 was a very bus r for
CLC'’s Legal:Unitand a perlot/i-‘of change.
The Legal Unit successfully secured
thie renewal of our Quality Star';\‘FIard,
LEXCEL, in Noyverber 2009. The Head of
iLegal Unit re;igned her post at CLCwith==
effect from May Zgaéjnd our
Solicitorassumed the role of Acting Head

- of Legal Services from 1st June 2009.

She was then successful in her application to the post t_h-rough a

formal recruitment and selection process and commenced her

Lexcel

FRACTICE ik

THE LAW SOCIETY

employment as Head of Legal Services on.dst November 2009. As
CLC's Education Solicitor had assumed ‘the-role of Hea,d%of Legal
Services, CLC employed a solicitor on a short-term fixed contract
basis to focus on education law. The previous post holder having
resigned her position in January 2010, CLC also recruited a new
solicitor'to work part-time. The post holderteek up her post in April
2010. - =

il
—

Casework

The casework undertaken by CLC covers a wide ra of legal
issues which impact on children’s lives. A ma’-ﬁ;four
casework has been in respect of children with special educational

and mental health'heeds. The following are examples of themes
arising in strategic casework this year.

Mental health service provision for children, adolescents and
their carers - We commenced a Judicial Review application to
the High Court on behalf of a child with autism and psychotic
tendencies. The child and his carers had various assessments
carried out by their local Health'and'Sogial Care Trust including
Carer andUNOCINI assessments, wh_tch identified a series of
needs impacting on both the child and his carers. When asked
to provide for the assessed needs of the child and his carers, the
Health and Social Care Trust refused to do so, on the basis that
they had no dedicated budget within the sub-directorate for child
and adolescent mental health to provide a service to children
with autism. Leave was granted to pursue the issue on behalf of

In addition to working closely W'th colleagues quagedln_g__lc-yfm the individual child and to seek an appropriate care package to

work and training and supporting the work-f youth@clc, CLC's
Legal Unit continues to deliver a range of legaliservice. The increase
in demand for these services was marked in‘the last year.In
addition to providing the free'phone legal advice service through
CHALKY, CLC also undertook an ihd‘easing amount of tribunal
representation and casework. {

-

meet the complex {Ne&ds of the child. Leave was further granted
in relation to the broader issue affecting all children with autism
within that pafticular Health and Social'Care Trust, nan!y, the
failure of the Trusto put in place a dedicated budget to meet the
assessed.needs of children with autism and their families/carers.

Representation atithe Expulsion Appeal Tribunal - We
successfully represented a child with ADHD at an Expulsion Appeal
Tribunal. The circumstances of the case were that the Appellant
was expelled from school following the school’s investigation into
damage that had been caused to school property. The members
of the tribunal panel were not satisfied that there was sufficient

ence t e Appellant caused the damage and the

ion was overturned.

Representation at the Special Educational Needs and
Disability Tribunal - CLC has successfully represented a number
of children upon appeal to the SENDIST over the year. In one such
case, CLC challenged an Education and Library Board’s refusal to
carry out a statutory assessment for a child with dyslexia. CLC was
of the view that the Board were applying a blanket policy which
required dyslexic children to reach a‘non-functioning’ reading
age before any further assistance would be offered. In practical
terms, thiswould have required an eleven year old child to'have
areading age of seven years in order to meet the criteria to be
considered for additional support, thus severely impacting on
the child’s ability to access the curriculum and to reach his or her
full potential upon transfer to secondary school. The appeal to
the SENDIST was successful and it was ordered that a statutory
assessment be carried out as a matter of urgency.

Representation at Admissions Appeal Tribunals - The CLC has
successfully represented a number of children’s interests upon
appeal to Admissions Appeal Tribunals. In one such case, we acted
for a child with dyslexia and dyspraxia at two admission appeals.
We provided representation at the tribunal hearings. Dyslexia

was accepted as a ground for application of special circumstances
procedures and both appeals were successful on the basis of the
evidence contained in an independent report. The outcome was
that the child was transferred to the school of first preference. In
another admissions case we successfully secured a place for a child
in Year 1 in an integrated primary school. The admissions criteria
were held by the panel to be improperly applied and we had
identified a potential religious discrimination issue in the case.



School placement secured for a looked after child with Third Party Interventions - CLC has engaged in 3rd Party [ | : w
special educational needs — We advised a foster mother and Intervention in High Court Proceedings in a number of cases . ry (o]
negotiated with the Education and Library Board to secure which raise significant children’s rights issues. CLC have also _,.—"'"
transfer to the child’s preferred secondary school. The foster been requested to intervene by a number of solicitor’s acting for ' < \ _ s
mother had been advised not to enter the child to sit the transfer applicants in Judicial Reviews. , . —
u SVicE sewlcs J
test. There were no legal grounds for appeal to the Admissions
Appeal Tribunal as the school had properly applied their criteria JR 1 (Taser Case)
for admission. The Trust had not proceeded with an appeal to On 20th January 2009, CLC was given leave to intervene as F R E E P H 0 N E D B D ‘5 5 D B 5 E ? B
the SENDIST against the Education and Library Board’s refusal to Third Party Intervener in this case which was brought by a ‘CHALKY’ Freepost BEL 3837 Belfast BT15 1BR
conduct a statutory assessment and so the child was not entitled child seeking to challenge the introduction of Tasers into this . "
) 4 o y . ) ) Email: chalky@childrenslawcentre.org
to be placed at a particular school under a statement of special jurisdiction. The hearing of the judicial review proceedings took
educational needs. Following CLC's intervention, the Education place on 30th and 31st March 2009. We are currently awaiting CLC’s freephone legal advice service, CHALKY, has
and Library Board agreed to carry out an assessment of the judgement in this case. Article 2 ECHR (Right to Life) and Article continued to provide advice and informationto
child under ‘special provisions'to ascertain how the child would 3 (Freedom from Torture, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment) increasing numbers of CHyoung people, their
. ] Fe - . parents and professionals working with children. The
have performed in the transfer test. The child was subsequently are engaged in this case. CLC had undertaken a considerable service dealt with some 1965 issues during the year
awarded a place at the school of first preference. amount of work in respect of the introduction of Tasers into from April 2009 to March 2010, an increase of 21% on the
this jurisdiction including in respect of compliance with the S75 . A ]
hool df d child - The child litv duty. Thi Kal thi R s rial The issues raised by clients covered the whole range
School transport secured for a statemented child - The chi equality duty. This work along with international children’s rights of legal issues involving children. Education issues
in this case was diagnosed with moderate learning difficulties standards informed CLC's intervention in accounted for 33% of all issues raised with concerns

and low cognitive ability. An educational psychology report this instance. around Special Educational Needs the area causing most
concern within this category, with one in three calls

o ) i - about education being about Special Educational Needs
limited awareness of road safety and got lost easily. In spite ’ . and accounting for 11% of the overall total. Other issues
of these findings, transport provision was not included in the ' within education causing concern during the year were
child’s statement. We intervened and secured school l-ldm_lssmns, ra|_sed-as_an 1SSUQ 7.2 timegy _School Exc_lusmn
61 times, and Discrimination, raised 46 times. Family

indicated that the child was prone to confusion and had a

transport provision for the child on medical grounds. —— ' Law issues were raised 570 times and accounted for
29% of issues raised with Contact and Residence issues
Full-time literacy support secured for a child accounting for over half the total within the Family Law
ing Y hi full _category. The General category generated 21% (420) of
entering Year 7 - In this case, we successfully all issues with general child protection issues (46), “At
challenged the procedural lawfulness of the - what Age?” issues (52), Social Security (68) and Mental
Education and Library Board’s criteria for allocation of ; Health (39) the main issues raised within thls categorg

full-time places for literacy support. jllnan nghts and Justlce issuasl

Access to services under articles 17 and 18 of the | ' - g the year.
Children (Northern Ireland) Order1995 (Kinship | JEEEEE = = HEEEEEEESSS————

|
Care Payments) - We took a challenge against a
Trust’s decision to refuse to provide a Residence Order
Allowance to a child’s relative in respect of the child.
The Trust agreed to conduct a Kinship Assessment and
Kinship Care Payments were backdated in respect of
the child.

@ [Informatio
. Social Security
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Staff - Children’s Law Centre

Sara Boyce
Emma Campbell

Tara Caul (left 31/5/09)

Diane Hammond (left 10/4/09)
Aine Hargey (from 11/1/10)
Rachel Hogan

Cathy Johnston (from 29/7/09)
Paddy Kelly '
Trevor Kilpatrick (left 7/10/09)
Liam Mackle

Anne Marshall (from 6/1/10)
Anna McBeigh (from 22/6/09)
Stephanie Mcllroy

Patricia McLaughlin
Ann-Maire McLaughlin
Eamonn McNally

Sinead Mulhern (left 31/1/10)
Helen Rafferty

Kathryn Stevenson

Natalie Whelehan

Claire Bradley (Sessional Youth Worker)

IE CHILOREN'S LAW
BE CHILOREN"EN

b L .. .
g o | N

youth@clc Members

-.‘...,

. Matthew Bradley - : " Rosalind Dunlop Management Committee
= Nicholas Hammond - Deirdre Vincent ‘ . Grainne Brady
: : Claire Rafferty . X VP A T P T A " Sheridan and Leonard, Solicitors
Roisin Brunt = : ~ Anne Marie Kelly
y Q\Q ME"'IQ(0 y | Andrew Kirke ~ MKB Russells, Solicitors
| Cathal Rooney L % : ‘
- s Paddy Mooney
] Deepak Sharma = Include Youth
:- =
1 Terence Donaghy Margaret Monaghan i
Aoife Gordon oafﬂ@m"& Belfast Education and Library Board :
3

. - Linda Guilfoyle
- Chris Maguire VOYPIC (left January 2010)
| Claire Withers

Erin Graham

Vivian McConvey =
VOYPIC (from January 2010)

David Hayes
Queen’s University, Belfast

iR adad

David Simpson
Save the Children
Margaret Burke
Belfast Health and Social Care Trust
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UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

ecognising that the Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland represents a
Runique opportunity to enshrine children’s rights at a constitutional

evel and to consolidate the protection of children’s rights into one
binding and enforceable document, for over ten years CLC and Save the
Children (SC) have led the children and young people’s sector in advocating
for a Bill of Rights that includes the maximum legal protections for children
and young people’s rights. From that perspective, CLC and SC responded to
the NIO consultation on the proposed Bill of Rights in March 2010 noting that
the NIO’s consultation paper was not in keeping with either the spirit or the
letter of the Good Friday/Belfast Agreement. The proposals contained in the
NIO consultation paper threaten to most seriously compromise and undermine
the mandate for and commitment to the Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland.
CLC and SC’s expectations regarding what the NIO consultation document
might contain were high, but with good reason, given both organisations’ engagement in the Bill of
Rights process over the past ten years, the large degree of consensus that exists regarding children’s rights
protections, and the Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission’s (NIHRC) statutory advice. The NIO’s
consultation document was therefore not only immensely disappointing and entirely unacceptable from a
children’s rights perspective, it also flies in the face of all of the evidence and the expert advice that exists in

relation to the need for the Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland to provide effective protections
for children’s rights. We recommend that the NIO redraft its proposals, this time using the
NIHRC’s statutory advice as its starting point.

Following on from our widespread dissemination of the 2008 Concluding
Observations from the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, coupled with the
provision of written and oral briefings on the Concluding Observations, the Children’s Law
Centre was instrumental in getting the Concluding Observations tabled for discussion by
the Assembly All Party Group in November 2009. The Children’s Law Centre was invited
to give a presentation to this All Party Group on the Concluding Observations and the
follow up required. CLC also clarified for the Children and Young People’s Unit how the

Concluding Observations, which fall under the General Measures of Implementation

could be integrated into the Children’s Strategy Action Plan. Despite having requested and

received this advice, OFMDFM along with other NI Departments have failed both to act in
respect of delivery of the 2008 Concluding Observations and to discharge their responsibilities in respect
of both the UNCRC and the Children’s Strategy. The challenge ahead, as this jurisdiction faces into
financially straightened times, is to ensure that the NI Executive and Assembly continue to place children’s
rights at the heart of government and in so doing discharge their duties under the UNCRC and address
the 2008 Concluding Observations and outstanding Concluding Observations from 1995 and 2002.
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A significant number of consultation responses were submitted during 2009-2010. Some of the key responses
included: )

X X ’ |
Response to the Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety’s consultation on its Proposed = pertlln ad / i
Mental Health and Mental Capacity Legislation - 31st March 2009 colleam NDPE
Response to the Department of Education’s consultation on its Transfer 2010 Guidance - 27th April 2009 ClCp Q '
Response to the Northern Ireland Policing Board’s Children and Young People’s Thematic - 31st July 2009 an Assembly Cc
Response to the Home Office’s consultation on DNA Retention - 7th August 2009 Cuide to RuleSRuls
Response to the Office of the First and Deputy First Minister’s consultation on the UNCRC Draft Priorities Relation to the C \ ‘
for Northern Ireland - 25th September 2009 CLC attend I \
Response to the Northern Ireland Office’s consultation on the Proposed Merger of Community Safety political party \ X
Partnerships and District Policing Partnerships - 14th October 2009 e with regard to prc :\‘
Response to the Legal Services Commission’s Consultation on its Proposals for the Northern Ireland ( CLC’s Policy O .q\,_
Funding Code - 16th October 2009

Response to the Police Service of Northern Ireland’s consultation on its Screening of its Test Purchase
Powers for Alcohol policy - 19th October 2009

Response to the Department of Education’s consultation on its Review of Special Educational Needs and
Inclusion - 30th November 2009

d a‘niact
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contribution to memb i

/;E-juality Coalition, the \
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Youth@clc attended the BBC Children in Need . " Youth@clc members recelvedhlgtervf:and De?/elopment ——
Panel Debate to mark the 20th anniversary of ; | interview panels for the YOl'Jt upp The future
the signing of the United Nations Convention " and the Head of Legal Services. . for our 7 ,
; i ; ; J ontinued to develop images e
on the Rights of the Child. The discussion —— Youth@clc have ¢ ) » which challenges The future is looking bri
=4 was chaired by BBC journalist William Crawley ' B photography project,"The Hood is Dowr|\ ‘ | the media. We are N dlng right for youth@clc, as well as a new
= and the panel included the Head of Programming for the BBC and stereotypes of children and yo\:ngnlz?:f:h'e exhibition in July ona numbeir:fnnenwev:::cr:bers e e R
r representatives from children’s rights organisations. Discussions currently making Plaf‘s for tf:e a Of e have cor'r)1 IJetetj‘th A :
included the negative image of young people in the media, the 2010..... so watch this space: for new members to fly  wewill start work % §.° 'Otography exhibitfon
=Sl highlighting of positive youth projects in the media, the impact Youth@clc are a|5°.°n the look OUtt hold a recruitment day owh Bl Tin;nsur drama project and will create our
am®  young people have on the community, dealing with the legacy of the flag for children’s r|ght5. sl ntacting schools, youth focus on a variet (:r % Theat.re Cor,np'any, Our play will
w the conflict and the problems around the lack of communication for young peoplein pr”l and ?ret?ou:zti)olet them know about our willbe both thouygztcur:\(jg;'cmldrens rights i.ssues and
E\“ from central government on the rights contained within the UNCRC. groups and community organisa embers through the door! We can't wait to get e Ki 'ng and.challengmg to watch.
Youth@clc attended the Children’s Law Centre's event in the group and to hopefully get some new m We also hOpegtT) :itcul:st:r]ttguw’f:kmg on t(his one!

- Long Gallery, Stormont, to mark the 20th anniversary of the United ’ ;3 - programme for young people | 920<1)ad to Rights training
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Claire Bradley, our " B L by 7 g look out for participants! plein 1 and will be on the
one time member and current youth worker, spoke at the event ' ch-ld e i ! ’
and made an excellent contribution to the day by examining the - I ren S IEIW Centre
progress of the UNCRC over the last 20 years. e T i

Engaging with decision makers : o el j Welcome Aine!

Youth@clc members Chris, Erin and Nicholas attended the \ Youth@clc would like to welcome Aine Hargey,
Children’s Law Centre’s Annual Lecture in March in the Bar ‘ ; ‘ our new Youth Support and Development Worker

Library. They met The Right Honourable Sir Declan Morgan, and wish her all the best for the year ahead.
Lord Chief Justice of Northern Ireland, and voiced their { . .

concerns and opinions on the youth justice system.

It made for a very interesting conversation!




Children’s Law Centre Limited

Financial information for the year ended 31 March 2010

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES (INCLUDING INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT)

for the year ended 31 March 2010

2010 2010 2010 2009
Unrestricted Restricted Total Total
Funds Funds Funds Funds
f £ £ f
Incoming resources
Incoming resources from
generated funds:
Voluntary income:
Donations and grants 9,480 = 9,480 50
Investment income 1,157 = 11,157 15,874
Incoming resources from
charitable activities:
Grants received = 575,929 575929 618,503
Other income 13,493 33,147 46,640 41,284
Total incoming resources 34,130 609,076 643,206 675,711
Resources expended
Charitable activities 30,213 644,948 675,161 616,124
Governance costs 86 2,352 2,438 2,358
Total resources expended 30,299 647,300 677,599 618,482
Net incoming resources 3,831 (38,224) (34,393) 57,229
for the year
Transfer between funds 4,510 (4,510) - -
Net Movement in Funds 8,341 (42,734) (34,393) 57,229
Total funds brought forward at
begining of year 136,008 221,160 357,168 229,939
Total funds carried forward at end of year 144,349 178,426 322,775 357,168

The above Statement of Financial Activities includes all information as required to be disclosed
by the Companies Act 2006 and includes all recognised gains and losses.

All of the activities of the company are classed as continuing.

There is no difference between the net outgoing resources for the year stated above and their

historical cost equivalents.

The company has no other recognised gains or losses and therefore no separate statement of

total recognised gains and losses has been presented.

BALANCE SHEET
at 31 March 2010

Fixed assets

Tangible assets

Current assets

Debtors

(ash at bank and in hand
Creditors - amounts falling
due within one year

Net current assets

Net assets

Funds

Unrestricted funds
Restricted funds

Total funds

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with
the special provisions of the Companies Act 2006 relating to

small companies.

2010

29,952

30,268
269,642

299,910
(7,087)

292,823

322,775

144,349
178,426

322,775

2009

35,827

9,436
327,965

337,401
(16,060)

321,341

357,168

136,008
221,160

357,168

A complete set of the Children’s Law Centre audited
accounts for 2009/2010 is available on request.

INCOMING RESOURCES

Voluntary income:
Donations and grants
Donations

Activities for generating funds:

Investment Income
Bank interest

Incoming resources
from charitable activities:

Grants received

Department of Health, Social Services

and Public Safety

Health and Social Care Board
Save the Children

Comic Relief

Dept of Education/OFMDFM
The Atlantic Philanthropies
Children in Need

Other Income

Sales

NI Legal Services Commission income
Miscellaneous income

TOTAL

2010 2010 2010 2009
Unrestricted Restricted Total Total
Funds Funds Funds Funds
£ £ £ £
9,480 9,480 50
9,480 - 9,480 50
11,157 - 11,157 15,874
- 71,969 71,969 70,214

- 111,339 111,339 104,012

- 18,000 18,000 32,500

- 18,000 18,000 45,977

- 53,400 53,400 50,800

- 296,000 296,000 315,000

- 7,221 7,221 -

- 575,929 575,929 618,503
13,493 - 13,493 8,206
- 33,147 33,147 32,723

- - - 355
13,493 33,147 46,640 41,284
34,130 609,076 643,206 675,711




